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CYCLE PATHS - BASSENDEAN AND MAYLANDS ELECTORATES 
Grievance 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean - Parliamentary Secretary) [9.42 am]:  My grievance is also to the 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  The minister is well aware of the issue about which I am about to 
grieve, because this is the third time that I have grieved to the minister about this issue.  Members may wonder 
why I am doing it a third time.  I am not really in the mood for grieving, because I have had some good news 
success stories.  The government has committed $13 million to build a new Lockridge Primary School.  The 
school’s buildings are badly in need of replacement.  Lockridge Primary School students will be able to occupy 
the new school in 2010.  I also had joy with the setting up of the multidisciplinary clinics that I have long been 
lobbying for.  The government has committed $9 million over four years to deliver the two clinics and 29 full-
time staff.  I am feeling lucky, so I am going to have another go!   

The need for a cycle path from Bayswater train station to Bassendean train station, and eventually passing 
through to Midland, is an issue that both I and the member for Maylands have raised on a number of occasions.  
It is a priority for our electorates.  Both I and the member for Maylands could have raised this grievance; 
however, given my recent luck, we thought I would have another go.  The minister is well aware of the issue.  
The benefits of continuing the commuter cycling network from Bayswater train station to Bassendean are 
obvious.  More cyclists mean fewer cars on the road and, therefore, a reduction in greenhouse gases.  There are 
also safety benefits, because that stretch of cycleway is treacherous in parts, although it has been improved 
recently.  The minister would be aware that Michael Cane, a Bassendean resident who works in her office, came 
off his bike on Railway Parade where the rail line crosses over to the Railway Transport Museum. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  Member for Bassendean, so has one of our colleagues.  

Mr M.P. WHITELY:  Who?   

Dr J.M. Edwards:  The member for Ballajura, who is a well known bike rider.  I have received a number of 
complaints about this issue.  I totally support your grievance.  Thank you for making it.  

Mr M.P. WHITELY:  I have had numerous complaints about parts of Railway Parade.  I have not had any in 
the past seven or eight months because the issue has been addressed.  

Dr J.M. Edwards:  I have had one recent complaint about a section a bit further west, which I have sent on.  

Mr M.P. WHITELY:  The complaints highlight the safety concerns for residents of those areas, the minister’s 
staff and members of Parliament.  A cycleway must be built as soon as possible.  I appreciate that the total 
project is a large one; nonetheless, I am keen to progress the issue.  Obviously, the starting point is the part that 
must be completed in the member for Maylands’ electorate; that is, the section from Bayswater train station 
along Whatley Crescent to Tonkin Highway.  There is no bike path along that section and cyclists have to ride 
either on Railway Parade to the north of the rail line or on Whatley Crescent to the south of the rail line.  A small 
section of bike path under Tonkin Highway has been completed, but certainly the section on Whatley Crescent 
between Bayswater train station and Tonkin Highway badly needs doing.  That is the first part that needs doing.  
Although that area is in the member for Maylands’ electorate, my constituents will benefit from a cycle path in 
that area because they will be able to use it to commute to Perth.  That section must be completed.  The next 
priority is the small section just after Tonkin Highway which, although it is in my electorate, is still in the City of 
Bayswater.  It has an existing concrete path - it is not up to standard, but it is better than nothing - that is 
currently used by cyclists.  When cyclists reach Katanning Street they tend to cross over the rail line and ride 
down Railway Parade towards Bassendean train station.  Obviously, that small section of concrete path must be 
upgraded during the second stage of the project.  After that, the section from Katanning Street to Bassendean 
train station should be completed.   

As I have said, I have raised this issue with the minister on a number of occasions; indeed, this is the third time I 
have grieved about this matter.  I have mentioned the issue to the Treasurer and, I think, to the Premier.  I am 
very keen to progress this issue, as is the member for Maylands who is equally passionate about it.  One thing I 
have noticed about the people in my electorate is that they do not whinge.  They are a resilient lot.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr M.P. WHITELY:  I think there are few envious members in the chamber!  People in my electorate do not 
whinge and sometimes that is to their detriment.  It is my job to come to Parliament to whinge on their behalf.  
They are a resilient lot who get on with their lives.  If we look at the rollout of the principal shared cycle network 
throughout Perth, it is not fair that the people of Maylands and Bassendean miss out.  The government must roll 
out this project as quickly as possible.  I am hoping, given my recent success with Lockridge Primary School and 
the clinics that I have argued for, that this will be my third time lucky.  I hope the minister has some good news 
for us.   
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MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.48 am]:  I thank the 
member for Bassendean for his grievance.  I understand the importance of this project.  I will address his last 
point first.  Far from the communities in the electorates of Bassendean and Maylands missing out, when we 
came to government we were very conscious that there had been a very strong focus on providing bike paths in 
the western suburbs to the exclusion of the provision of bike paths in the eastern corridor.  We set out to address 
that, both in the local grants and also in parts of the Perth bicycle network.  The member for Maylands was with 
me when I opened the fabulous first section from East Perth to Maylands railway station.  She was also with me 
- I do not think the member for Bassendean was there - when we opened the next extension to Bayswater train 
station.  At the same time, a series of extensions have been completed on the bicycle path around the Swan River 
between East Perth and Bayswater, and it provides a tremendous ride.  That path has consumed a fair amount of 
the Perth bicycle network funds.  I agree with the member that his constituents are not whingers; nevertheless, 
through the representations made by the excellent members of the eastern corridor, we have given a very 
substantial portion of the bicycle path budget towards delivering infrastructure along both the rail line and the 
river.  When I was last riding, I think on Mother’s Day, around Maylands, some of the member’s constituents 
came up to me and urged that we do something about reclaiming some of the land on the river foreshore from 
private ownership so that we could take the bike path around the river even further.  As the member for 
Bassendean knows, we are working on that project as well.  

We have been very keen to develop the bicycle path through the rail corridor from Bayswater to Bassendean.  
Substantial improvements have been made from East Perth to Bayswater, and we must spread the money around.  
The next part of the project that we have invested in is the cycle freeway and the grade-separated crossings at 
Leach Highway and South Street.  We then found ourselves with limited funds left to develop the next stage.  
The quote from Main Roads to build a path from Bayswater to Tonkin Highway, which is a path that the member 
for Bassendean and I were keen to advance, was $4.5 million.  That is absolutely unbelievable.  I compliment the 
cycling unit in the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, which took the initiative of entering into dialogue 
with the City of Bayswater.  Fortunately, that council has not only an engineering department, but also a very 
substantial day-labour force.  The city has indicated that it can build the path for around $650 000.  I have 
received confirmation that it will be built to the same standard.  It is in times like this, when the productivity 
paradox kicks in, that we see the importance of having in-house staff to deliver projects in a cost-effective way.  

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  Formal negotiations have taken place between the officers of the 
Department for Planning and Infrastructure and the City of Bayswater.  This will now go to the council for its 
approval.  We think it is a great outcome and we are very hopeful that our friends in the City of Bayswater will 
approve it.  That being the case, we understand that work can commence in February 2008.  We are also 
negotiating with the City of Bayswater for its engineering team to do the design work for the next stage of the 
path to the Bassendean station.  Once we can find more money, we will be able to develop that next phase.   

I acknowledge both the member for Maylands and the member for Bassendean for their strong and continued 
advocacy on this matter.  I also commend the staff of DPI’s cycling unit and the City of Bayswater for looking at 
a practical solution when we were confronted - 

Mr R.C. Kucera interjected. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The tour de Bayswater, which I like to do on a Sunday morning, is quite fabulous.  

Dr K.D. Hames interjected.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes.  It is really important that state and local governments complement each other 
and work together to deliver these outcomes.  Perhaps if the members for Maylands and Bassendean have a word 
in the shell-likes of the various councillors of the City of Bayswater and urge them to approve this arrangement, 
we can go forward.  
 


